Dear Sir / Madam

I am writing to request your assistance in supporting New Jersey's volunteer Emergency Medical Technicians (EMT's).  

As you may be aware, Governor Corzine’s recent budget proposal will remove $4 million from the EMT Training Fund in an effort to balance the State Budget.  This withdrawal will leave the Fund with just $400,000 as of July 1.  This action impacts me significantly because as volunteer EMT, I would have to pay for my own required Continuing Education classes - costs that can reach several hundred dollars per year - all so that I can volunteer my time to serve my community.

This action by the Governor is both unfair and short sighted because:

· The EMT Training Fund is NOT tax money - it is a public trust created by legislature by adding a 50 cent surcharge to each moving violation, and dedicating those funds to training volunteer EMT's.

· A $400,000 study commissioned by the Department of Health concluded that the Fund was critical to the health of NJ's Emergency Medical Services and recommended expanding it.

· $4 million is relatively insignificant to the state budget, but vitally important to the training of volunteer EMTs.

· Loss of the fund will almost certainly affect our ability to recruit and retain volunteers.

· Replacing volunteer EMT's with paid staff will cost municipalities and their residents tens or hundreds of thousands of dollars per year.  Reallocating the dedicated training funds will have dire effects on municipal budgets.

I need your support in this matter.  Please urge the Governor's office to reconsider, and tell them your constituency strongly supports keeping the EMT Training Fund intact.

This matter is important to me, and it will likely affect how I vote in future elections.  Please help us keep dedicated funding where it belongs - supporting individuals like me who donate their time to their communities and make our emergency medical and domestic preparedness capabilities strong.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

 

YOUR NAME HERE
YOUR SQUAD NAME HERE

